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Frank Fearns for the repairs done previously to our 
National Rebuilding Day.   St. Mary’s Hospital fed 
the entire crew breakfast and lunch. 

	 House 22 - Ralph Guenther welcomed the 
help of volunteers from the Lexington Park Rotary 
Club, NAS Patuxent River,  St. Mary’s Ryken, 
and also family members and friends of this older 
homeowner.  The roof was replaced, most of the bad 
siding was replaced, siding was painted, skirting 
installed around the entire house, and the entry 
door was replaced.  Ralph and the other volunteers 
didn’t stop there.  They also painted the kitchen and 
living room, and several ceilings, handicap grab rails 
were installed in the bathroom, and flashing put on 
the dormers.  Siding and corner trim were installed 

on the gables; overgrown shrubs in the yard were 
cut back, yard debris was burned, and a garden was 
planted in front of the house.  Thanks to Ralph and 
the homeowners’ family who continued completing 
the repairs the following day.  The Harry Lundeberg 
School of Seamanship Paul Hall Center  provided 
a fantastic lunch for the entire crew.

	 House 23 - House Captains Ken and Pat 
Ritter, Tiffany Shreve, and Sarah Beth Hanley 
worked well together with their many partners 
(St. Mary’s College of Maryland, NICCjv, Good 
Samaritan Lutheran Church, Gabriel Ministries, 
Bowhead, Restoration Free Gospel, Habitat for 
Humanity, VX-23, Boy Scout Troop 561, NAS 
and NAVAIR volunteers, the Wilson Family and 
the Trossbach Family), as they replaced the roof, 
did window repairs and/or replacement, replaced 
the kitchen floor, painted inside trim, installed 
a new stove, painted a shed, installed siding, and 
laid gravel in the driveway.  We appreciated all the 
Girl Scouts of Good Samaritan Lutheran Church 
donating and preparing lunch for all the volunteers.
 
	 Thank you to Girl Scout Troop #2247 
for donating two large planters filled with plants; 
to  the William W. Winpisinger IAM Education 
& Technology Center for donating sodas, and to 
Tammy Gladstone (State Farm Insurance) and 
Josh Mesh (State Farm Insurance) for donating 
bottled water for several of the homes. 

Throughout the Year...
	 Volunteers are needed throughout the year.  You don’t need to be a carpenter or plumber 
to help with planning activities, offering office support (filing and typing), fundraising activities, 
or helping to distribute homeowner applications.  Monthly Advisory Board meetings are held 
the third Wednesday of each month, at the Burch Oil Co. meeting room, located on Rt. 235 
in Hollywood.  Since we try to reach out to as many people as possible, our meeting schedule 
fluctuates: One month, we meet at 8:30 am; the following month’s meeting will be at 7 pm.  Then 
the next month, we’re back to 8:30 am again.  If you want to be reminded of the meetings, call 
or email us and we’ll put you on our monthly mailing.
	 Last November, under the leadership of Jennifer Misner,  Ann Lewis (Maryland Bank & 
Trust), Carolyn Huff, Kirk MacKinnon (J T Daugherty Center), and Dean and Ann Fogel (So. 
MD Wine Society) we celebrated  the 8th Annual Beer & Wine Tasting Fundraiser for Christmas 
in April * St. Mary’s County.  The sponsors included Metro Restaurant & Janitorial Supplies, 
J. T. Daugherty Conference Center, Cherry Cove, Bozick Distributors, Guy Distributing, and 
the Southern Maryland Wine Society.  Look for the 9th Annual Beer & Wine Tasting fundraising 
event for November 2009.
	 Thanks to Delegate John Wood for always thinking of Christmas in April * St. Mary’s and 
including us in his annual golf tournament.
	 Thank you to Vincent DiAngelis who donated his two weeks’ of timeshare vacation in 
Mexico to raise funds for Christmas in April * St. Mary’s.
	 Many thanks to Brandy Blackstone for her on-going help and volunteerism with the 
Christmas in April web site!
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Twelfth Annual Farm-Life Festival
It’s hard to say goodbye, but we hope everyone joins us in making the 

12th and Final Southern Maryland Farm-Life Festival the most successful 
fundraiser we have ever been privileged to be involved with.  For the past 11 
years, the Parlett Family has generously hosted–for our entire community–
and to the benefit of Christmas in April * St. Mary’s County, this wonderful 
event.  They have opened their John K. Parlett Farm-Life Museum, combining 
their talents with many friends and well-wishers, to host this annual Festival.  
This year’s Festival will take place on Saturday, October 10th and Sunday, 

October 11th, 2009 from 9 am to 5 pm on Saturday and 10 am to 5 pm on Sunday.   Now it’s 
up to you.  Help us in spreading the word, and then come out on October 10 and 11, and celebrate!

The Festival includes the entire Farm-Life Museum consisting of over 60,000 square feet of indoor 
historical exhibits.  The goal of the Farm-Life Museum has been to preserve a portion of our heritage that 
has allowed the American farmer to become the envy of the world’s agricultural community.  Features 

and exhibits include: The General Store, Trades Building, Farm Life Building, Tobacco Museum, Farm History 
Building, 1900 Hardware Store, and Library.  There will be plenty of authentic demonstrations, antique tractor 
and gas engine show, petting zoo, children’s activities, good country food and beverages, an auction on Saturday 
afternoon, and  hay rides.  There are additional transportation vehicles to assist those who may not be able to walk 
distances so that they may be able to enjoy all the museum’s buildings and exhibits.   The Parade of Power Antiqued 
Tractors takes place at noon on both days.  There is a large craft and antique market, music, with lots of live local 
talent.  The Southern Maryland Mini-Pullers will be showcased, and this year, there will be a tractor pull sponsored 
by the Southern Maryland Antique Power Association on both days.  The So. MD Antique Power Assoc. is donating all 
the proceeds of the tractor pull to Christmas in April * St. Mary’s.  This is an event that the whole family can enjoy.  
Parking is free.  The admission price is $7.00 for adults, $3.00 for students, and children under 6 are free.  We are a 
“Celebrate Maryland 375” event, so bring your “Celebrate Maryland” coupon and receive $1 off an adult admission.

In addition, volunteer help is needed.  If you, or a group that you belong to, would like to volunteer in helping 
with “set-up,” being a building monitor, acting as a tour guide in one of the buildings, or with numerous events that 
occur, please give Darene Kleinsorgen (301-290-1621) a call.

Christmas in April
St. Mary’s County
P. O. Box 705
Hollywood, MD 20636


